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Can 
a bigger hole 

make golf more 
enjoyable and cool 
again? We sent our 

correspondent, and two 
mates, to the nation’s 

capital to find out... 
WORDS  MATT CLEARY
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C hances are you’ve seen it, the cracking bit 
of shtick by the late, great and 
ridiculously funny man Robin Williams; 

the one in which he explains golf in the character 
of a maniacal, drunken Scotsman. You know the 
one (and if you don’t then Google is your friend, 
and you may thank us later). Funniest bit of golf 
gibber ever.

There he is on stage ripping off that thick 
Scottish brogue, riffing about his idea for a sport, 
one in which you whack a ball towards a gopher 
hole, with a tyre iron, trees and bushes and high 
grass between you and the target hundreds of 
yards away. 

“Oh, great, oh, and here’s the better part – this 
is brilliant!” he says. “Right near the end, I’ll put a 
little flat piece with a little flag to give you hope! 
But then I’ll put a pool and a sandbox to screw 
with your ball again! Aye! You’ll be there crashing 

away, jerking away in the sand – ah-ha!”
“And you do this one time?” Williams asks 

himself.
“No!” he bellows. “Eighteen f***ing times!”
Brilliant stuff, and there’s been no more 

eloquent – and virally forwarded, shared and 
re-Tweeted – piece of commentary on the  
great game’s challenges and frustrations. And if 
you’ve ever three- or four- or – oh dear, sweet 
Ernie Els, no – six-putted, you may have cursed 
that Scotsman and the torturous size of his 
gopher hole. 

One man wants to change that.
Murray Blair is head professional at Canberra’s 

Gungahlin Lakes Golf Club and the creator of Big 
Hole Golf (BHG). It’s golf as we know it but with a 
hole the size of a dinner plate. There are other 
‘tweaks’ to tradition to entice beginners. But the 
eight-inch (20.3-centimetre) size of the hole (a 

normal hole diameter is 10.8cm or 4.25 inches) is 
effectively the nub of it. 

“It adds a lot of fun and spice to the game,”  
says Blair. “You want people having fun. And if 
they’re one-putting, chipping in, they’re having 
fun. Why walk off a golf course feeling like you’ve 
been beaten up? You want people with smiles on 
their faces.”

Blair has set up a small league which plays 
Thursday afternoons and says he gets great 
feedback from juniors, beginners and senior 
golfers. “And it’s a good option for corporate  
golf days, which can involve people who’ve  
never played.”

For we rusted-on members of the “it ain’t 
broke, don’t fix it” brigade, we who have no great 
truck with the game or the hole’s traditional 
dimensions, BHG’s theory is that if you already 
love the game, you’ll love it as much, perhaps even 

more, when the game is played with a bigger hole. 
P-p-poppycock? Perhaps. But imagine if the 

hole was half the size. Would you enjoy golf more 
if the hole was two inches wide? You would not.  
A hole that size could ruin a man. It would 
certainly force one golfer into the Big Easy 
Retirement Village …

So if halving the size of the hole would halve 
the enjoyment, would doubling it double it? 
Myself and two mates, Mick and Blacky, are on 
the 1st tee at Gungahlin Lakes to road-test the 
theory. It’s a bluebird day in our nation’s capital 
and we’ve been fortified with rib-eye steak and a 
schooner of Kosciusko Pale Ale (because, as 
Blacky says, “We’re not savages”) and we talk of 
our expectations for the nine holes ahead.

“This could be my best ever chance for a 
hole-in-one,” I muse, and there is nodding. And 
thus, in the ways of golf kooks everywhere, we 

discuss whether such an ace would ‘count’ in 
one’s personal pantheon. 

“I’d suggest it would count,” Blacky says. “But 
with an asterisk that says it’s a Big Hole Golf 
hole-in-one. You’d still store the trophy in your 
pool room. But maybe in a sub-pantheon.”

“Yes,” I agree. “And then visitors would ask, 
‘What’s that there?’ And you’d say it’s my Big Hole 
Golf hole-in-one trophy. And then they’d ask, 
‘What’s Big Hole Golf ?’ And you’d say it’s like golf 
but the hole’s twice as big.”

And so on. And away we go. And it’s a good deal 
of fun. We play ‘normal’ golf from tee to green – 
then get onto the dancefloor and become Jordan 
Spieth. We attack from everywhere. Thirty-
footer? Go at it, son! Take out the break. Leave ten 
feet coming back? No worries! Jam it home! Good 
as a gimme, that distance, rap that puppy home 
with authority.
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WHY WALK OFF  
A GOLF COURSE  

FEELING LIKE YOU’VE 
BEEN BEATEN UP? 
YOU WANT PEOPLE 

WITH SMILES ON 
THEIR FACES. 

– MURRAY BLAIRWith a cup that expands from 
10.8 to 20.3 centimetres, putting 
becomes fast and easy.

Big Hole Golf does wonders 
for your putting stats and 
confidence on the greens.

From tee to 
green the 
game remains 
exactly the 
same.
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BIG IDEAS AHEAD
It’s the brainchild of Big Hole Golf 
creator Murray Blair and it’s called 
“The Eliminator”, and it could 
really shake things up. Like the 
Par-3 Contest before the Masters, 
it would be an adjunct to players’ 
practice rounds. It would be a 
made-for-TV Big Hole Golf mini-
tournament held on the Tuesday of 
regular professional Tour events. 

Quite unlike the genteel aura of 
Augusta National, it would feature 
music blaring from speakers, shot 
clocks (with yellow cards if players 
exceed 30 seconds) and miked-up 
players dressed in shorts. Carts 
and GPS would speed things up. 
It would try to mimic the party 
atmosphere of the par-3 “stadium 
hole” at TPC Scottsdale. It would be 
attractive to bookmakers.

The competition would see 
seven players going at it over six 
holes. Seven players tee off, the 
one with the worst score each hole 
is eliminated. If scores are tied, 
there would be a chip-off, with the 
furthest away eliminated. And then 
there would be six. Competition 
continues until two players battle 
it out on the sixth and final hole. A 
chip-off decides a tie, nearest the 
pin wins. And winner takes all.

Blair says BHG for TV would 
compress all the exciting bits of 
golf into a shorter, sharper, more 
exciting package. He’s scouting 
about for sponsors and television 
broadcasters, and would love 
to develop and sell the concept 
throughout Europe, America and 
Australasia.

“It’s something to spark up the 
game,” Blair says. “You watch the 
television highlights packages for 
pro tournaments, there are a couple 
of long putts and someone holing 
out. And that’s after six to seven 
hours of coverage. Imagine a footy 
game going that long and showing 
three goals.”
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“That would’ve gone in centre-cup in a 
normal-sized hole,” is something all three of us 
say more than once after one of us says it first, in 
the ways of men.

We also agree that we will not be giving up golf 
to play Big Hole Golf. The expanded-hole game 
could never substitute the thrill of riding a putt 
into that 4.25-inch gopher hole. Would chipping 
in from the fringe be as groovy if you did it every 
round? No. (Though it would still be quite cool, 
you must admit.) 

Blacky gets philosophical. “This is fun, but is it 
golf ?” he asks.

The answer is yes – it is golf. But it’s not real 
golf. And if you’re a real golfer you won’t be 
brushing RG for BHG. But then Blair doesn’t 
want you to. He sells BHG as a fun thing to do on a 
Thursday afternoon. Or as an option for a 
corporate day with people who don’t play. Or to 
get kids interested in having a whack. Or as 
something to play just for the very hell of it. 

And if he ever gets his professional tournament 
idea going (see breakout) he could be BHG’s 
Chubby Chandler. 

After nine fun holes we rap in on the last, the 
three of us completing the go-round in 90 

PLAYING 
NUMBERS ARE 

DECLINING.  
AND TO GET  
THE KIDS IN,  

TO GET LAPSED  
GOLFERS BACK, TO 
GET REGULARS IN 
FOR A LAUGH, FOR 
CORPORATE DAYS, 
THERE’S A LOT TO 

LIKE ABOUT IT. 
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minutes. Admittedly we were pretty much on our 
own. But we stuffed around taking photos and 
holding impromptu super-long putt-offs for 
money. (And that, my friend, is very good fun.) We 
could have easily played the nine holes in an hour. 
I have had nine putts and three from the fringe.

“You know what?” says Blacky, once we’re back 
in the bar. “There’s a lot of things that golf needs 
to change and the size of the hole isn’t necessarily 
one of them.”

“Dress rules!” asserts Mick.
“Inflexible membership models!” asserts 

Blacky.
“Both of those things are true,” I offer. “But 

playing numbers are declining. And to get the 
kids in, to get lapsed golfers back, to get regulars 
in for a laugh, for corporate days, or just for 
something different, there’s a lot to like about it.”

“It is good fun,” concedes Mick. “But I’d 
actually like to see an even bigger hole! Make it 
the size of a beer barrel lid. You’d be knocking the 
ball in from everywhere.”

“You could almost take putting out of the 
game,” says Blacky. 

“That would please Ernie Els,” I say.
“It would bloody please me also,” says Mick. 

BIG HOLE FACTS
 The normal golf hole 
is 4.25 inches (10.8 
centimetres) in diameter. 
The Big Hole Golf hole is 
eight inches (20.3cm) in 
diameter, about the size of 
a dinner plate.

 “Fastball” is a scoring 
system in which new 
players don’t need 
handicaps, and is based 
on a combination of shots 
and putts.

 BHG can be played 
in two-person teams – 
one regular golfer, one 
beginner – with players 
playing a combination 
of alternate shot and 
ambrose. 

 BHG organisers 
are in talks with 
governing bodies about 
handicapping.

 For a club in your state 
that hosts Big Hole Golf, or 
to see about bringing it to 
your local club, check out  
www.bigholegolf.com.au


